What’s the difference between college and high school?

If you plan on going to a college that has a moderate or higher selectivity in admissions, here are some differences you should be aware of – and prepared for:
Academic Environment in College: 

· More use of the lecture method. 

· Independent reading expected. 

· Classes meet less often and for fewer hours, so student are expected to do more study time outside class. 

· Using the library effectively is more important. 

· Students are responsible for what they learned in high school. 

· Professors spend less time on repetition. Information is given once and then the professor moves to the next topic. 

· More emphasis on understanding theory instead of memorizing facts.

Grading 

· Harder work is required for an A or B; C is an average grade. 

· Semester grades may be based on just two or three test scores or a major outside project. 

· Essay exams are more common and exam questions may be more difficult to predict. 

· More major writing assignments.

Knowledge Acquisition 

· Comprehension skills are more important. 

· Taking good notes in important. 

· Being able to identify main ideas are more important. 

· Effective communication skills are more important. 

· Students are responsible for monitoring their own progress and are responsible for recognizing the need for getting additional help. 

· Paying attention in class is more important. 

· Studying is more important.

Support 

· Students must be independent and responsible for seeking assistance. 

· Professors have office hours to meet with students, but students must take the initiative to contact the faculty. 

· The Academic Assistance Center, Writing Lab, Math Lab, and Reading Lab all offer free help, but students must have the time to take advantage of the help. 

· More academic competition. 

· Behavior problems are not tolerated.

Stress 

· Increased work load and much faster pace. 

· Students are more independent and are accountable for their behavior. 

· It is more difficult to earn high grades. 

· An entire course is completed in 15 weeks or less. 

· Students are expected to know what they want from college.

Responsibility 

· Increased number of choices and decisions. 

· More self-evaluation, accepting of responsibility. 

· More independent reading and studying are required. 

· Students are responsible for time management. 

· Students establish and attain their own goals. 

· Students must be motivated to succeed.

